The Divine Office

Vespers for Wednesday in Holy Week



PREPARATORY PRAYER

Before the Office, it is praiseworthy to kneel, make the sign of the cross and
then say silently the following prayers.

Aperi Domine

Open my mouth, O Lord, to bless thy holy Name: cleanse my heart
from all vain, evil, and wandering thoughts; enlighten my
understanding and kindle my affections, that | may fittingly recite
this Office with attention and devotion, and so may be meet to be
heard before the presence of thy divine Majesty, through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Prayer of St. Gertrude

O Lord, in union with that divine intention wherewith thou thyself
didst offer thy praises to God while upon the earth, | now recite this
Office to thee.



Icicicrx]

Let us pray.

Grant us, O merciful God, protection in our weakness: that we who
celebrate the memory of the holy Mother of God; may, through the aid
of her intercession, rise again from our sins. Through the same Christ
our Lord.

lcicrx

+ Amen

Xcienereixeicieixieicicnx]

= May the divine ,, help remain with us always.

XCIXIXICROIXIIXIX}

+ And with our absent brethren.

Alfter the Office is ended, it is praiseworthy to say the following Prayers.

To the holy and undivided Trinity,

To the crucified humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ,

To the fruitful Virginity of the blessed and glorious ever Virgin Mary,
And to the whole company of the Saints

Be everlasting praise, honor, power and glory from every creature,
And unto us the remission of all our sins for ever, world without end.
+ Amen.

= Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, which bore the Son of the Father eternal.
+ And blessed are the paps which gave suck to Christ the Lord.

The Pater Noster & Ave Maria are prayed silently.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, ,, but deliver us
from evil. Amen.

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for us sinners; now, and at the hour of our death. Amen
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OPENING VERSICLES

When signaled, stand and say these prayers silently while the Officiant and servers say them
kneeling at the altar:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, ,, but deliver us
from evil. Amen.

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for us sinners; now, and at the hour of our death. Amen

Icixicicnx el xix}

= 0 God, ,, make speed to save me.

ICXIXXIXCIXICIXIX]

+ O Lord, make haste to help me.

Bow (women genuflect) while singing:

Icmeiclcicienxiccrxicieicnor el

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

Hcoicioiotoioioleoix XXX

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

lcnxieix!Xicix|

world without end. Amen.

During Passiontide, the foIIowing is sung:

lcnxietxicixiciciciicrelciiX}

Praise be to thee, O Lord, King of eternal glory.



PSALMS
The first half of Antiphon 1 is sung.

Psalm 134. Laudate Nomen

o oo o o

O praise the Lord, laud ye the « N&me of thé Lord; *
Be Seated.

cleliiciclciciciciclh

praise it, O ye - sérvants of the Lord,

2 ye that stand in the - house of thé Lérd, *
in the courts of the « héuse of 6ur God.

¥ O praise the Lord, for the - Lérd is gracious; *
O sing praises unto his Name, for « it is lovely.

* For why? the Lord hath chosen Jacob - into himsélf, *
and Israel for his « Gwn posséssion.

® For | knéw - that the Lord is gréat, *
and that our Lord is - above all gods.

® Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in héav - en, and in
éarth, *
and in the sea, and in - all deep places.

" He bringeth forth the clouds from the « énds of thé wérld, *
and sendeth forth lightnings with the rain, bringing the winds éut - of
his tréasures.

® He smote the first- - born of Egypt, *
« both of méan and beast.

° He ha@h sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, T O thou
land of Egypt, *
upon Pharaoh, and - all his sérvants.

1% He smote divers nations, *
- and sléw mighty kings;

™ Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, the - king of Basan, *
and all the king - doms of Canaan;
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When Compline does not follow immediately, the appropriate Marian Antiphon is sung.

Xenxixionorxix} Xeixieiccionxicix}

= The Lord give us his peace. + And life everlasting. Amen.

THE MARIAN ANTIPHON
From Compline of the Purification through Compline of Wednesday in Holy Week.

EXcicicrcicicioclcxehjcicicicionoX|i

Queen of the heavens, we hail thee T Hail thee, Lady of all the Angels;

EXICHEXEXIEXACICCICIOXIXIX X CIIX

Thou the dawn, the door of morning Whence the world’s true

Bnxiciciclcionxcieneiehxicieicricrxio

Light is risen: Joy to thee, O Virgin glorious, Beautiful beyond

Biciorclopxixixciceixmeicimelicelcn

all other; Hail, and farewell, O most gracious, Intercede for us

A

-

Biicicrcrcicx]

alway to Jesus.

XXIXIXICICIXIXCliceictX

= Vouchsafe that | may praise thee, O holy Virgin.

XCEXIXCIXIXIXITXICIONX ]

+ Give me strength against thine enemies.
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THE BLESSING

lcntxienenxix

= The Lord be with you.

lCmxIxiXX

+ And with thy spirit.

IXicixiciixiic

= Let us bless the Lord.

Ixcrxlexiic

+ Thanks be to God.

IXICIEXIX CICIXICIX CIXICCICiccIiC

= May the souls ,, of the faithful, through the mercy of God,

lcHenxix

rest in peace.

lcicix

+ Amen

The Our Father is said silently.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, ,, but deliver us
from evil. Amen.
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2 and gave their land to bé - an heritage, *
even an heritage unto Isra - él his péople.

B Thy Name, O Lord, end(r - eth for éver; *
so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one generation - t6 andther.

“ For the Lord will a - vénge his péople, *
and be gracious un - td his sérvants.

> As for the images of the heathen, t they are but - silver and gdld, *
the « work of mén’s hands.

® They have - mouths, and spéak not; *
eyes have they, « but they sée not.

' They have ears, and - yét they héar not; *
neither is there any - bréath in théir mouths.

8 They that make them are - like unt6 them; *
and so are all they that - put their trast in them.

** Praise the Lord, ye h6use - of Isré-el, *
praise the Lord, ye - hduse of Aaron.

% Praise the Lord, ye « hduse of Lévi; *
ye that fear the « Lord, préise the Lord.

2! Praised be the Lord - éut of Sion, *
Stand.

who dwelleth - at JerGsalem.

Bow (women genuflect) while singing:

Glory be to the Fa - ther and t6 the Sén, *
and « t6 the Holy Ghost.

Stand upright.

As it was in the beginning, T is now, and - éver shall be, *
world - without énd. Amen.

Antiphon 1 is sung in its entirety.
The first half of Antiphon 2 is sung.



Psalm 135. Confitemini

.« SCJICICIMCICC e oiciclcicicicier)

O GIVE thanks unto the LORD, for « hé is gracious: *

Iciimenx X}

+ But deliver us from ,, evil.

Be Seated.
R lcntxiericnxix
2 O give thanks unto the - GAd of all gods: * = The Lord be with you.

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

¥ O thank the - L6rd of all 16rds: * VCW[XVhXVYXWWgX

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

* Who only do - eth great wonders; * + And with thy spirit.

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.
> Who by his excellent wisdom - made the héavens: *

for his mercy endur - eth for éver. VChCVhCWYX}

® Who laid out the earth a - bove the waters: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver. Let us pray.

" Wh6 - hath made gréat lights: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

AL Coloion
fom?s rriz?cfloe:lljjzrtoitha}/or éver. VXC CCV CW CW X

The collect is prayed, ending with the words:

 The moon and the stars to - gévern thé night; * ...world without end.
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.
 Who smote Egypt, - with their firstborn: * VCMC\MX

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

" And brought out Isra-el - frém améng them: * + Amen

for his mercy enddr - eth for ever. Appointed commemorations are observed.

2 With a mighty hand and - strétch-ed-6ut arm: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

® Who divided the Red - Séa in twd parts: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

“ And made Israel to go - thréugh the midst of it: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.



He remembering his mercy f hath holpen his - sérvant isra-el; *
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his - séed for éver.

Bow (women genuflect) while singing:

Glory be to the Fa - ther and t6 the Sén, *
and - to the Holy Ghost.

Stand upright.

As it was in the beginning, T is now, and - éver shéll be, *
world - without énd. Amen.

The Antiphon is sung in its entirety.
THE PRAYERS

Xichivipichc

Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son.

XXiccichmiciclcicuchenc

+ Chris-te e-le-i-son. Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son.

foteiclcioncieciclchnotoienxieicicoicelc

v
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom

Ic
IcicicioerxiciciclichoneiciCoRCHenX.
Ic
Ic

come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

XIXelcicieienencicicicicioieionXixe

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

IXcicierxiciciciereicineioncix}

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation.
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5 But as for Pharaoh and his host, he overthrew them «

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

® 'Who led his people - thréugh the wilderness: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

"« Who smote gréat kings: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

® Yéa, - and slew mighty kings: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

1 Sihon, king - of the Amorites: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

% And Og, the « king of Bashan: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

L And gave away their land - for an héritage: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

%2 Even for an heritage unto Isra - €l his sérvant: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

% Who remembered us when we « wére in tréuble: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

?* And hath delivered us - from our énemies: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

% Who giveth - food to all flésh: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

%O give thanks unto the - God of héaven: *
for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

7O give thanks (n « to the Lord of l6rds: *
Stand.

for his mercy endur - eth for éver.

Bow (women genuflect) while singing:

Glory be to the Fa - ther and t6 the Sén, *
and « t6 the Holy Ghost.

Stand upright.

in the Réd Séa: *

As it was in the beginning, T is now, and - éver shall be, *

world - without énd. Amen.



Antiphon 2 is sung in its entirety.
The first half of Antiphon 3 is sung.

Psalm 136. Super flumina

s ICHICICIAARICIC C:ClCH

BY the waters of Babylon « wé sat down and wépt, *
Be Seated.

Iiclcicicici

when we remember-ed  thée, O Sion.

2 As for our harps, we hang-ed thém Gp *
upon the - trées that are therein.

% For they that led us away captive, required of us then a song, t and
melody - in our héaviness: *
Sing us one of the « séngs of Sion.

* How shall we - sing the LORD’S séng *
« in a strange land?

5 If | forget thee, - O Jertsalem, *
let my right hand for - gét her cinning.

® If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the « réof of
my méuth; *
yea, if | prefer not Jeru - salem in my mirth.

" Remember the children of Edom, O LORD, in the day - of Jertsalem; *
how they said, Down with it, down with it, « éven t6 the ground.

8 O daughter of Babylon, wast - ed with misery; *
yea, happy shall he be that rewardeth thee as « thou hast sérv-ed us.

* Bless-ed shall he be that tak - eth thy children, *
Stand.

and throweth - thém against the stones.

Bow (women genuflect) while singing:

Glory be to the Fa - ther and t6 the Sén, *
and « t6 the Holy Ghost.

VERSICLE

XXX Xt}

= Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man.

XXX XXX XY

+ And preserve me from the wicked man.

THE MAGNIFICAT

The first half of the Antiphon is sung.

... Keoiclcimmmmelcyicloiciciclclciotict)

,»MY SOUL doth - magnify the Lérd, *
and my spirit hath rejoic-ed in « God my Saviour.

For he - hath regarded *
the lowliness of - his handmaiden.

For be - héld, from hénceforth *
all generations shall - call me bléss-ed.

For he that is mighty hath - magnifi-ed me; *
Bow the head.
and ho - ly is his Name.

And his mercy is on « thém that féar him *
throughout all - génerations.

He hath shew-ed - stréngth with his arm; *
he hath scatter-ed the proud in the imagina - tion of théir hearts.

He hath put down the migh - ty from théir séat, *
and hath exalted the - himble &nd meek.

He hath filled the hang - ry with géod things; *
and the rich he hath sent - émpty dway.
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HYMN

A e

The royal banners forward go:

The Cross shines forth in mystic glow,
Where he in flesh, our flesh who made,
Our sentence bore, our ransom paid:

Where deep for us the spear was dyed,
Life’s torrent rushing from his side,

To wash us in that precious flood,
Where mingled Water flowed and Blood.

Fulfilled is all that David told
In true prophetic song of old:
Amidst the nations, God, saith he,

Hath reigned and triumphed from the Tree.

O Tree of beauty! Tree of light!

O Tree with royal purple dight!

Elect on whose triumphal breast
Those holy limbs should find their rest:

On whose dear arms, so widely flung,
The weight of this world’s ransom hung,
The price of humankind to pay,

And spoil the spoiler of his prey.

All kneel during the following stanza.

O Cross, our one reliance, hail!
This holy Passiontide avail
To give fresh merit to the saint
And pardon to the penitent.

Stand. Then bow (women genuflect) while singing:

To thee, eternal Three in One,

Let homage meet by all be done:
Whom by the Cross thou dost restore,
Preserve and govern evermore. Amen.
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ATk

Stand upright.

As it was in the beginning, T is now, and - éver shall be, *
world - without énd. Amen.

Antiphon 3 is sung in its entirety.
The first half of Antiphon 4 is sung.

Psalm 137. Confitebor tibi

[cscicimmmicicycleiticicicici)

I WILL give thanks unto thee, O Lord, « with my whole héart; *
Be Seated.

even before the gods will 1 sing « préise unto thee.

2 1 will worship toward thy holy temple, | and praise thy Name,
because of thy loving « kindness and trath; *
for thou hast magnifi-ed thy Name, and thy word, - above all things.

% When I called upon - thée, thou héardest me; *
and enduedst my - s6ul with mdch strength.

“ All the kings of the earth shall - praise thee, O LORD; *
for they have heard the - words of thy mouth.

* Yea, they shall sing of the - wéys of thé LORD, *
that great is the « glory 6f the LORD.

® For though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect un - t6 the
[owly; *
as for the proud, he beholdeth - thém afar off.

" Though I walk in the midst of trouble, | yet shalt « thdu refrésh me; *
thou shalt stretch forth thy hand upon the furiousness of mine enemies,
and thy right - hand shall save me.

¥ The LORD shall make good his loving-kind - ness to-ward me; *
Stand.

yea, thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever; despise not then the
works « of thine wn hands.



Bow (women genuflect) while singing: CHAPTER

Glory l?e to thg F& - ther and t6 the Son, * But, O Lord of Hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins and
and - t0 the Holy Ghost. the heart, T let me see thy vengeance on them; * for unto thee have |

Stand upright. revealed my cause, O Lord my God.

As it was in the beginning, T is now, and - éver shall be, * VXChCCW[CdCCRCV}

world - without énd. Amen.
Antiphon 4 is sung in its entirety. + Thanks be to God.

SHORT RESPONSE

Beixicixepxixicliexcix}

Save me, O Lord, * From the li - on’s mouth.

Boixicixiexixichicrxcix}

Save me, O Lord, From the li - on’s mouth.

X CIXIXUXcenicieicnxixixiereic X|c}

= Thou hast heard me al-so from among the horns of the u-ni-corns.

foitxledicixcix}

From the li - on’s mouth.

Boixicixiexixichicrxcix}

Save me, O Lord, From the li - on’s mouth.
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