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Adorned by three miracles: The Feast of the Epiphany 

Now do we celebrate a holy day adorned by three 

miracles: today a star led the wise men to the 

manger; today water was made wine at the wed-

ding feast; today Christ vouchsafed to be baptized 

of John in Jordan that he might save us, alleluia! 

—Antiphon on Magnificat, II Vespers of the Feast 

The Epiphany (known in the East as The-

ophany) is perhaps one of the richest feasts 

of the Church Year. It gathers together three 

important events in the life of our Lord, 

each of which manifests his Divinity in a 

unique way: 

The Magi (Wise Men), led by a mysterious 

star, bring gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh to honor the Royalty, Divinity, and 

future Death of the Christ-child; 

At the request of his blessed Mother, the 

Lord astonishes his hosts by changing water 

into wine at a wedding, signifying that he 

comes, as God, to transform human nature 

by theosis, fulfilling the Father’s original 

plan for humankind; 

And, finally, at his baptism by St. John the 

Baptist and Forerunner, the very nature of 

God as Trinity is made manifest by the voice 

of the Father, proclaiming that Jesus is his 

“Beloved Son,” while the Holy Spirit de-

scends in the appearance of a dove, signify-

ing that Jesus is the Prince of Peace foretold 

by the prophets, who reconciles us to God 

and breaks down the “dividing wall of parti-

tion” between Jews and Gentiles by ushering 

in the “New Israel,” and consecrating it as a 

“house of prayer for all peoples.” 

Over the coming weeks, the Church’s liturgy 

will draw out the significance and implica-

tions of this great conjunction of manifesta-

tions of God’s redeeming love for mankind. 

May the Lord grant us “ears to hear” and  

“eyes to see” the wonder of his glory and of 

his love for his People. In this Issue 
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Benedictine Wisdom — Constitutions of the Monastery, Article VIII, 5—7 

Visit us on the Web: 

True asceticism teaches 

us to “be kindly affec-

tionate to one another 

with brotherly love, in 

honor giving prefer-

ence to one anoth-

er” (Rom. 12:10), 

which requires the con-

stant, hourly struggle 

“not to think of 

[oneself] more highly 

than [one] ought to 

think, but to think so-

berly, as God has dealt 

to each one a measure 

of faith” (Rom. 12:3). 

Let no person, regard-

less of ethnicity, socio-

economic status, reli-

gion, or life-

circumstances be con-

sidered unworthy of our 

respect and caring ser-

vice (cf. St Basil, Shorter 

Rules, 186). 

We must never give the 

impression that our love 

and assistance are contin-

gent upon someone’s con-

version to the Orthodox 

Faith… at the same time, 

we should always respond 

to genuine interest in the 

Faith… with humility, 

warmth, and honesty. 
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www.saintlaurenceosb.org 

The Monastery, Benedictine Fellow-

ship of Saint Laurence, and Lancelot 

Andrewes Press will soon be moving 

to new, separate web sites. Notice 

will be sent out when this is ready to 

happen. 

The Monastery will be moving to a 

new domain, www.ladyminster.com, 

now under design by Proskome-

dia.com, Sdn Adam Lowell Roberts. 

http://www.saintlaurenceosb.org


News and Events 
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Feb. 1: His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, accompanied by His Grace Bishop JOHN, will 

make his long-awaited visitation to the Monastery. Pray for good weather! 

Jan. 3, 2018: Review began of the “rough cut” of the new documentary on the Monastery, be-

ing produced by Sdn Adam Roberts on behalf of the Antiochian Western-rite Vicariate. We an-

ticipate release of the film in the early part of this new year. 

Dec. 29: Prior Theodore attended the retirement party for Sr. Stephania Goldy, Obl.SB, our 

Director of Oblates, at the HQ of the Pueblo Board of Water Works. After a January vacation 

she hopes to devote more time to our Oblate Fellowship. We wish Sister Many years!  

Dec. 26: Br. Stephen Greenlee, Obl.SB, delivered a refurbished John Deere mini-tractor to the 

BFSL campus. This wonderful gift includes attachments for snow blowing, mowing, and a 

utility trailer.  While here with his large trailer, Br. Stephen kindly loaded up our Buick and 

hauled it across the half-frozen creek, so that we could again use it to make trips to town:  

only 4-wheel drive vehicles can make it across the large accumulation of ice on the banks of 

the creek! 

Dec. 24-25: Prior Theodore and Br. Lazarus served as Deacon and Subdeacon, respectively, 

for the Midnight Mass the Nativity of Our Lord at St. Augustine’s, Denver. They stayed over-

night then returned to the Monastery on Christmas morning for a Procession to the Creche 

and Mass of the Presanctified, followed by a festive supper and candlelight Vespers. 

Dec. 20: Dame Olga continues her recovery from surgery for her broken ankle. She is now 

able to walk with a cane and climb the stairs to the Oratory to participate in our daily ser-

vices. She thanks everyone for their prayers! 

Dec. 17-19: The Roman Catholic Diocese of Pueblo held a men’s retreat at the St. Laurence 

Center, led by the Rev. Matthew Wertin. 

Dec. 17: Br. Lazarus presented Prior Theodore with a new icon of his Patron, Theodore of Tar-

sus, Archbishop of Canterbury (pictured on the preceding page). This is the first original icon 

of St. Theodore that Father Prior has ever received. Many thanks to Br. Lazarus for his beauti-

ful work! 

Dec. 13-16: Prior Theodore returned to Puyallup, Washington, for the funeral of his father, 

Robert, at the Tahoma National Cemetery. 

Our Lady of Glastonbury and Saint Laurence, pray for us! 



Active in Prayer and Prayerful in Action 

How you can help! 

• Pray for the Monastery’s well being, growth in holiness, and vocations. 

• Schedule individual or group retreats at St. Laurence Center or invite Prior Theodore as a speaker or guest 

preacher. 

• Register with Amazon Smile for your online purchases, and designate the Benedictine Fellowship of St 

Laurence as the beneficiary of their support for non-profits. 

• Give Lancelot Andrewes Press icons, books, or the 2018 Western-rite Calendar as gifts. 

• Donate towards the support of the St. Laurence Center and/or the Monastery. 

• Consider purchasing a plot in the St. Laurence Cemetery or a vault in the new Mausoleum, currently being 

constructed. 

 Contact:  priory@saintlaurenceosb.org

There appear to be a number of developments on the horizon for our Ob-

late Fellowship, which has grown more rapidly than we had thought 

would be the case. Of course, such growth is good and a great blessing, 

and we rejoice in it! But it does require some adjustment in how we han-

dle things. 

Upon her return from a well-earned vacation with her husband in Belize, 

Sr. Stephania will be taking on some more duties as Director of Oblate. 

She and I will be meeting to discuss what this might look like, and she has 

already offered some suggestions that I am pondering as the new year 

gets under way. 

One interesting development is that a new, multi-media web site repre-

senting the traditions and spirituality of the Orthodox West will soon be 

launched. I have been asked to have the Monastery participate by spon-

soring a blog about Benedictine life in contemporary Orthodoxy. Sr. 

Stephania has agreed to coordinate this. We hope to feature brief reflec-

tions by both monastics and oblates, at least twice monthly. I believe this 

offers a tremendous opportunity to make Orthodox Catholic Benedictin-

ism better known in and beyond the Orthodox world. That it comes at the 

same time that we are preparing to launch a new monastery web site 

seems quite serendipitous. 

My sincere thanks to Fr. Patrick Cardine and Sdn Adam Roberts for the 

invitation to be part of this hopeful and exciting enterprise! 

Stay tuned for more!   — Prior Theodore 

The Oblate Corner 

Lancelot Andrewes Press 

Traditional Benedictine 
liturgical books, and the 
Holy Rule arranged for 
daily reading and reflec-
tion.  

andrewespress.com
mailto:colsl@saintlaurenceosb.org?subject=Newsletter%20inquiry
andrewespress.com

